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There is another way to enter these data in SPSS: You can enter data by 
row. This requires coding the data. To begin, open a new SPSS data file and 
follow the instructions given here:

1.	 Open the Variable View tab, shown in Figure 1.9. Enter classes in the 
first row in the Name column. Enter GPA in the second row in the 
Name column.

2.	 Go to the Decimals column and reduce the value to 0 for the first row. 
You will see why we did this in the next step. Reduce the Decimals 
column value to 1 in the second row because we will enter GPA 
scores for this variable.

FIGURE 1.9  SPSS Variable View for Entering Data by Row

3.	 Go to the Values column and click on the small gray box with three 
dots. In the dialog box, enter 1 in the Values cell and class 1 in the 
Label cell, and then select Add. Repeat these steps by entering 2 for 
class 2 and 3 for class 3; then select OK. When you go back to the 
Data View tab, SPSS will now recognize 1 as class 1, 2 as class 2, and 
so on in the row you labeled classes.

4.	 Open the Data View tab. In the first column, enter 1 five times, 2 five 
times, and 3 five times, as shown in Figure 1.10. This tells SPSS that 
there are five students in each class. In the second column, enter the 
GPA scores for each class by row, as shown in Figure 1.10. The data 
are now entered by row.

The data for all the variables are labeled, coded, and entered. If you do 
this correctly, SPSS will make summarizing, computing, and analyzing any 
statistic taught in this book fast and simple.

FIGURE 1.10
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